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Community is not a place, it is an experience.
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Direct  
Services

Affordable  
Housing

Learning
Opportunities

One-on-one coaching to 
support life skill needs  

Independent apartment living 
supported by direct services

Group opportunities for educational, 
social, and skill-building enhancement

Letter from the Executive Director
I am pleased to share this annual report with you as we take a moment to reflect and celebrate the past year. Although 
2021 continued to present challenges due to the COVID pandemic, we took all precautions to keep the people we serve 
healthy and safe while still supporting their choices in living their best life. I hope you enjoy the photos and stories of 
the past year.

We are extremely excited as we begin the new year, looking forward to growing our services and housing options 
throughout the Indianapolis community. With the development of Brunette Apartments in Lawrence and North End 
Apartment Community in Carmel, this year will be a time of substantial growth for the Village of Merici. Thank you 
for your support over the past year, especially through the capital 
campaign, making these two new housing developments a reality.

As we move into our 8th year of providing an innovative approach to 
supporting adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, we 
invite you to keep in touch, watch the progress, and know that you 
played a role in transforming lives.

With thanks for your continued support,
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The Village of Merici provides an innovative approach to 
services for adults with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities focused on independent living.

My name is AJ Bolles. I’ve been 
living at the Village of Merici 
for almost 3 years now. This 
place was an opportunity to live 
independently and I took it. I love 
living at the Village because it 
provides different kinds of help. 

The Village can assign either one or more coaches to you. I 
personally have two. The coaches have helped me with many 
things. One takes me to the grocery store and teaches me 
how to cook. The other takes me out on the town to either go 
to the theater, workout at the Y, or whatever else. The Village 
has recently provided and helped me with transportation to 
work. I’ve also met some fun and interesting people here. The 
staff has also helped with other topics, such as Covid safety 
and Nutrition. 

Bottom line, the Village of Merici has been and still is a fun 
place to live and I am very happy here. 

Lindsey is in her 5th year 
living at the Village of Merici. 
She couldn’t be happier, and 
we couldn’t be prouder of 
her as her parents. She has 
matured in so many ways.  

Her independence has exceeded our expectations 
given her challenges. One of the most significant 
things for Lindsey and us has been her ability to 
make meaningful and lasting friendships at VOM. 
Friendships had always been a challenge when living 
at our home. We are thankful that she has been so 
blessed to have this opportunity to live her best life.

- Reflection by Carrie Hutnicke, Lindsey’s mom

AJ Lindsey

For Ashley and Conan, 
the Village of Merici is 
the foundation of their 
love. They were married in 
the beautiful courtyard of 
Merici in the summer of 

2016 and enjoy the freedom of independence as a 
married couple. Over the last year, they have gained 
confidence in the kitchen, learning about nutrition, and 
incorporating healthy choices into their lifestyle. Conan 
has focused on his cooking skills. 

Both work in the local community and have made 
progress in self advocating techniques.

Ashley & Conan

I like everything about the 
Village of Merici. I hope 
to live on my own in the 
future. I like the people 
and working with my 
coach. I have learned to 

budget my money better and to shop for items that I 
need. I do a lot of activities which is nice, especially 
the art classes and Knitting Club. 

David’s coach says that he is part of the leadership 
group in the Knitting Club. David shared, “I like being 
a role model!”

David
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Making a Difference - Highlights of 2021

Formation of the Lawrence Advisory Council  
on Disabilities
In an effort to build awareness and inclusion within the community, the Village of Merici 
in partnership with the City of Lawrence, formed the Lawrence Advisory Council on 
Disabilities (LACD). 

This group is comprised of many community leaders focusing on ongoing accessibility, 
employment, and social connections for those with disabilities. Through this initiative, 
Mayor Steve Collier proclaimed March 2021 Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month.

Carepool Transportation Project
A large percentage of adults with disabilities are not able to obtain a driver’s license and must rely on 
others for all transportation needs, creating a huge barrier for integration into the community. It is 
difficult to purchase groceries, visit family and friends, or keep a job when constantly at the mercy of 
others for a ride.

In an effort to address this obstacle, the Village of Merici created a six-month pilot project to analyze 
this specific need. Through grant funding of several local supporters and partnership with Carepool, an 
app-based ride share program similar to Uber but specific to individuals with disabilities, this pilot was 
conducted the second half of the year.

Creation of the Quillo Connect App
The Village of Merici, in collaboration with the City of Indianapolis Parks Department, 
Quillo and several other like-minded organizations, developed virtual and technology 
assisted activities for smartphones, tablets and computers to help combat the extreme 
social isolation brought on by the pandemic. This project was funded through the 
Community Connections for People with Disabilities (CCPWD) grant, offered by the 
Indiana Division of Disability and Rehabilitative Services (DDRS), in partnership with the 
Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA). This Community Development 
Block Grant was made available through supplemental Coronavirus funds authorized 
under the CARES Act.

The Quillo Connect app is free to users and provides a wide variety of online sessions, 
videos, and ways to socialize and connect via the internet.

Music Therapy Expands (Again)
As part of the Health & Community Matters Program at the Village of Merici, the music therapy 
sessions are a huge hit and enjoyed by many. Having increased the number of weekly sessions 
from one to two a year ago, the program is slated to expand again this year to keep up with 
demand.

Music therapy provides so many tremendous benefits to participants. As a multi-sensory activity, 
music incorporates visual, auditory, movement and tactile systems. Documented advantages are 
extensive, with each person able to participate and relate at their own level. With gratitude to 
ongoing community support underwriting this vital program. 
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What Are Direct 
Support Services? 
For those with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities, 
achieving independence as 
an adult, can be a struggle, 
or viewed as an impossible 
dream. Village of Merici 
focuses on the potential in 
every person we serve and 
believes in what is possible to 
achieve. 

Our coaches work one-on-
one with each person to 
support them in life’s essential 
activities. This process takes 
on many forms and at various 
levels – helping someone 
get out of bed, making a 
grocery list, transportation 
to work, understanding 
finances, healthy eating, 
personal grooming, social 
and relationship skills, self-
advocacy, and many other 
basic needs motivated by a 
more independent lifestyle. 
Helping people build and gain 
confidence, to think beyond 
themselves, to engage in their 
community.

We Believe in Capabilities.

2021 Numbers:
Number of individuals that received direct support: 86

Number of one-on-one, direct support hours: 47,692

Number of miles driven by coaches in support of individuals 
throughout Indianapolis: 52,322

Number of miles driven by our amazing volunteers through 
the Merici City Rides transportation program: 2,608

Through your support, the renovation of our second building wil l become a reality, 
creating thirty-eight affordable apartments for adults with disabilities.

A huge thank you to Dan and Betsy Brunette for incentivizing this campaign 
through your generous dol lar-for-dol lar match which ran from mid-June through the 
end of September.

Our thanks to everyone who supported the 
Build the V il lage Campaign in 2021.

Celebrating 10 Years of Employment

Sean began working at the Kroger in Nora in March of 2012. This March he will celebrate his 
10th year working at Kroger and he is very proud of this accomplishment. He is a Utility Clerk and 
his job responsibilities include bagging, bringing in the carts, emptying 
the trash and recycling containers, and occasionally cleaning the 
restrooms. You will mostly see Sean outside bringing in the carts which 
is his favorite part of the job. He takes pride in making sure there are 
carts available for the customers. He likes working at Kroger because Sean

he has made good friends with his co-workers and has gotten to know many of the regular customers 
who shop there. Sean says he would rather work than stay home all the time.  

Congratulations, Sean! 
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2021 Donors

Gifts of $50,000 - Up
Dan and Betsy Brunette
Dorsey Foundation Inc
Don and Kathy Dunbar
Healthcare Initiatives Inc
Lou R. Jenkins
Ted and Rachel Karras
Lilly Endowment Inc

Gifts of $25,000 - $49,999
Barb Fleming-Cecil
Toby and Carolyn McClamroch
David and Karen McDowell
Phillip Price
Joe and Colleen Renie

Gifts of $10,000 - $24,999
Joe and Beth Becher
Beth Bugbee
Craig and Pam Cooper
Christel DeHaan Family Foundation
John Heiligenstein 
Frank and Carrie Hutnicke
Stephen and Susan Kraabel 
Marbaugh Family Endowment
Nicholas H. Noyes Jr Memorial FDN
Joseph and Sharon Olson
Brian and Tracy Reising
Rick and April Sasso
Tim and Sue Specht
Janis Stevens
Philip and Louise Yoh

Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Autism Speaks
Ayres Foundation
Dean and Jane Burger
Etchepare Foundation
Thomas and Mary Grein
K & J Communications Inc
Mac and Sarah McNaught
Nicholas and Lisa Melloh
Tomas and Christie Morales
Larry and Nancy Pugh
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church
Techlite Corporation

Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999
BKD Foundation
Greg Bonnell
Tim and Laura Carroll
Jeffrey Child and Kathleen Dunn-Child
Christ Church Cathedral Women
David and Lynda Cook
Paul and Becky Corsaro
Rone Davis
Dwayne and Carol Dunlap
Pat and Jacqui Gallagher
Griffith Family Foundation
Tim and Jenny Holihen
Mike and Theresa Mascari
Merchants Bank of Indiana
Vince and Ellen Saul

Jean Shepard
Matthew Spickelmier
Warren and Barb Thornburg
Phil and Ruth Vogelgesang
John Whitlock
Jeffrey and Mei Ling Yu
Zotec Partners

Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499
Aero Industries Inc
Gary Aletto
Arthur Jordan Foundation
Douglas Austrom
Carl Becker
Mary Bentz
Matt and Debbie Berg
Becky Betz
Debora Bush
Stephen and Nancy Buxser
Joe and Diane Callahan
Timothy and Laurie Callahan
Carson Agency
Community Foundation of VI
Jim and Leslie Dietchman
Joe and Linda DeLillo
Daniel and Theresa Dro
Kevin and Dawn Ervin
Ed Fargo
Mike and Mary Feeney
Tom and Jody Flynn
Nick and Lisa Fohl
Susie Fucik
Gregory & Appel Insurance
Patricia Hebenstreit
Sandy Hilgemeier
Gary and Katie Hoefle
Andrew Hoffman
Raymond and Cathy Jackson
Michael Kennedy
Kennedy Tank & Manufacturing Co.
Holly Kieda
Gerhard and Evelin Klemm
Jane Laupus
Luke Leising
Larry and Susan Lekens
Carl and Loui Lord Nelson
Rob and Carol Lukemeyer
MacAllister Machinery 
Paul Madden
Jack and Pam Mahoney
Chris and Augie Mascari
Tom and Barb McLaughlin
Erin O'Brien
Old Town Companies
Brad Oliver
Jim and Janet Patterson
Kevin Prefontaine
Gregory and Elizabeth Quinn-Hahn 
Family
Matthew Renie
Ned and Cindy Rhodes
Dana Rudolph
Dorothy Ryan
James and Miriam Ryan
D. Jeff and Anita Scott
Sertoma Club of Broad Ripple
Lori Shaw
Aslam and Sandra Siddiqui

Andrew Skaggs
Sterrett Family Foundation
Sullivan Hardware
Bill Sylvester
Tendercare Home Health Services
Douglas Tillman
Twisted Sisters
David and Lex Vogelgesang
Patricia Webster
Robert and Holly Whitacre
Evan Williamson
Mike Wolinsky

Gifts of $500 - $999
Ty Albers
Elaine Alhand
Doug and Dee Allen
James Bolles
Dave and Karen Boyd
Wally Brant
Rick Brodfueher
Anthony Burgett 
Cohoat and O'Neal Management 
Randy and Joelyn Craig
Cindy Davis
Anne DePrez
Scott and Erin Dorsey
Daniel and Linda Esposito
Teresa Fahrbach
Family Leisure
Michael and Glenda Fisher
Fleck Family Foundation
Bruce and Jeanne Franklin
Dave and Theresa Frazer
Kyle Guy Foundation
Ned Halberstadt
Thomas Halberstadt
Hayden and Claudia Haypak
Kristen Hayes
Michael Heiligenstein
Bruce and Nancy Hugon
Mason and Jennifer Hughes
Ann Hunt
Indy Glass Center
Johnson-Melloh Solutions
Ed and Katie Kelly
Marika Klemm-Lubarsky
Richard Lux
Maxim Services LLC
Steve and Louise McManus
Jay and Jan McNaught
Barbara Norton
Victor and Diane Perr
Samantha Petrucciani
Sarah Renie
Will Reuter
Beverly Ruebeck
Amanda Schreckengast
Steve Sergi
Brian Shupe
Dianne Singleton
William Sylvester
Jim and Mary Thompson
Christine Triezenberg
Tim Vogelgesang
Clifford and Julie Wagoner
Hanley and Mary Wheeler

Gifts of 100 - $499
Alerding CPA Group
Mike and Claudia Alerding
David Alvarado
Mark and Brigid Amshoff
Jan Baele
Bruce Baird
Edward and Mary Ann Barnes
Dale and Susan Barrett
Kathleen Barth
Mark Baugh
Erin Benz
Bob and Cathy Berger
Bier Brewery
Sheila Blankenship
John Bloom
Bob and Terry Bolles
James Bonke
Marcia Boring
John Boucher
Colleen Bowen
Jack and Joy Braun
John Brennan
Tim and Elizabeth Brogan
Jeff and Terry Buckman
Robert Burton and Linda 
Strawbridge
Mike Bush
Kendall and Lynne Bush
Stephen and Eileen Carroll
Angela Cathcart
Center for the Performing Arts
Michael and Cecilia Coble
Jeff and Stephanie Cohen
Jeff Cohoat
Suzanne Cole
Joy Coleman-Stiver
Michelle Costello
Culver's of Lawrence
Vicki Dacquisto
Michael and Carmelita D'Amato
Jackson Davis
Joshua Davis
Karyl Davis
Angela DeFord
Joseph Dezelan
Michael and Suzanne Dilts
Lynn Dimond
Dan and Robin Dohner
Tom and Rebecca Dolan
Carol Dorsey
Alfred and Donna Dowd
Kathy Downs
John and Marilyn Doyle
Robert and Elizabeth Doyle
Christine Dudley
Brad and Glenda Elrod
Robert and Dorothy Eveleigh
Feeney Hornak Mortuary
Valerie Fillenwarth
Dan and Susan Fleck
Maureen Foley
Fort Harrison Inn and Golf Resort
Cindy Fox
Charles and Judy Galliher
George's Neighborhood Grill
Laura Gerring
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Dina McIntyre
Gordon C McLaughlin III
Tony Melton
Leisa Merrell
William Meserve
Bill and Kay Micheli
Joe and Kris Miller
Michael and Marianne Minichello
Bob Mooney Jr
Julie Moore
Joan Morris
John and Elizabeth Morton
Barbara Mulholland
John Mulholland
Shane and Krissy Mulholland
Alex and Maureen Murphy
Tim, Kay and Andrea Nannet
Kim Netherland
Norris Choplin Schroeder LLP
Carey Northcutt
Noreen Nowak
Malott and Nancy Nyhart
Jeffrey and Mary O'Brien
Joe O'Connell
Gerald F O'Connor
Karen Otolski
Kristan Ozier
Ann Paetz
Craig and Becky Parker
Jim and Janis Peacock
Natalie Peck
Kenneth and Karen Pennington
J Victor Perr
Victoria Pierceall
Craig and Carole Pifer
Tammy Power
Steven and Jane Pratt
Nancy Pruett
Joan Pruitt
Daniel and Susan Rains
John and Jerrilyn Ramsey
Lynn Ratkey
Jean Gause Rawlinson
Eileen Raywood
Patricia Reed
Charles Renie
Denise Renie
James and Barbara Renie
Jason Renie
John and Kathi Renie
Stephen and Susan Reuter
William and Catherine Roberts
Jim and Kathy Rogers
Jill Rusk
Lisa Rutschere
Tom and Donna Ryan
Andrew and Kathy Sagarsee
John and Dawn Sahm
Sahms Restaurant
Betsy Savare
John and Madelaine Schiering
Jill Schneider
Robert and Rena Scott
Colby Shank

David and Ann Skirvin
Thomas and Susan Smith
Anthony and Amy Snider
Nick Sofianopoulos
Karen Sohl
Somerset Marketing Inc
James Somrak
Rebecca Sparks
Rick and Sandy Spence
Stephen and Carol Spicer
Kathleen St. John
Chris Stack
Karen Stein
Joseph Stetzel
A. David Stippler
Joseph Stoops
Bernie Stuckey
Linda Sullivan
Ann Sylvester
Doug and Rie Sylvester
Kerry Tarpey
Debbie Taylor
John and Sara Thoe
Dean and Leslie Theofanis
Diane Thomas
Brian and Valerie Thome
Donna Treece
Trefethen Family Vineyards
Steven Triezenberg
Tuohy Bailey & Moore LLP
Cindy Verbarg
Patty Vogelgesang
Iain Watt
Zach and Caroline Weismiller
Brenda Westfall
Cory Wheeler
Shandon Whistler
Charles Wiles
Bob and Terry Williams
Ken and Mary Anne Winslow
Catherine Witchger
Jill Wood
Wallace and Beth Yakey
Barb York
Jonelle Eloise Zancanaro

Gifts Under $100
Jeanine Haigerty Adkins
Kaili Aikman
Mike Apple
Heather Baker
Cyrus and Helga Behroozi
Iva Benjamin
Debra Brock
Mary Ann Brookshire
Cathy Clager
Jim and Joanne Connor
Maureen Cox
Debbie Del Busto
Aletha Dunston
Debra Dyson
Gail Emerich
Mary Jo Engle
Suzanne Hurrle Engle

Bob and Debbie Fersch
Fitzgerald's Lunch House
Mike Flynn
William and Joan Flynn
David and Becky Gentry
Mary Gondeck
Linda Groogan
Joey Hahn
Greg and Libby Hahn
Beth Hannon
Heidelberg Haus
Sarah Hein
Nancy Hoff
Olga Hoffman
Dawn Howell
Jim Hynes
Karl Jacobs
Jockamo Pizza
Rob and Kelly True Kappus
Joann Kennedy
Jan and Suellen Kilies
Troye and Barb Kinnett
Martha Krug
William and Mary Lanphere
Josh and Sharon Larson
Kathy Leer
Alex and Bridget MacAllister
Lauren Marshall
Kari McArthur
Jackie McCracken
Kate McGowen
Stephanie Metz
Cindy Metzler
Debi Mitchell
Kim Monger
Gracie Mulholland
Jennifer Northcutt
Bonita O'Brien
Susan Petefish
Lorraine Pingatore
Sheila Pluckebaum
Porter's Books & Bread
Diane Prenatt
Lidia Pulla
Allyson Reynolds
Gina Russel
Tiffany Scheele
Janet Schnieders
Jane Scott
Frank Sergi
Norman and Jo Ann Sexton
Bill and Eileen Smith
Susie Sokol
Cheryl Kish Swift
John and Monica Swisher
Lori Huseby Tenbarge
The Grill
Jill Thierwechter
Kandee Turner
Angela Van Hoven
Mary Vennemann
Tony Vitale
Brian and Rita Wampler

Gabby Gill
Bruce and Sally Gordon
James and Joan Grass
Daniel Gray
Kathy Gray
Ronald and Joan Greilich
Ellen Griest
Hagaman Enterprises Inc
Kellie Hammans
David Harrington
Paul Harrington
Anne Hart
Virginia Hart
Carol Heckman
Christian Heiligenstein
F.X. Heiligenstein
Kenneth and Mary Heintz
Matt Hendey
Jay and Robin Hess Charitable Fund 
Judith Hiatt
Donald Hickey
Susie Highley
Cynthia Hill
Judy Hipskind
Judy Hoefflin
Jenny Hoffman
Sheryl Holko
Bruce and Kathryn Hubbell
Jeffrey Hughes
Taylor Hunt
Brad Hurt
Kelly Jacobs
Bill and Linda Johnson
Helene Jongleux
Abe and Anneliese Judd
Mike and Linda Kavanaugh
Kim Kazmirski
Moira Keating
Mary Keller
Ann Kellison
Jaiteerth and Veena Kinhal
Judith Kleiner
Uwe Klemm and Rachel Riegel
George and Michelle Knoth
Stephen and Kathleen  Krajcir
Tricia Mooney Lautenbach
Linda Lee
Dan and Julie Leer
David Leer
Patricia Lehman
Clark Lienemann
Monroe and Sheila Little
Judy Livington
Patrick Loehrer
M.A.B. & Associates
Joe and Rita Maguire
Rodney and Lori Mail
Amanda Maize DMD
Rita Mascari
Thomas Maurath
Sara McClammer
Carl and Mary McClelland
Phil and JoAnne McDaniel
Mark McDermott

2021 Donors

We have carefully reviewed this listing. If we have made an error, please give us a call. (317) 929-9408 Thank you.



Carmel – Here We Come!
North End Apartments

In partnership with Old Town Companies, the 
Village of Merici is part of a new integrated 
community currently underway in Carmel, 
Indiana. This beautiful, walkable 28-acre 
community will include single-family homes, 
townhomes, condominiums, apartments, office 
space, a farm-to-table restaurant and community 
pool.

A portion of this community will include North 
End Apartments, a place to live that seeks to unify 
neighbors from different walks of life. As Carmel’s 
first apartment housing community that integrates a dedicated portion of apartments for residents with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities, true community integration is possible. The Village of Merici will provide support services 
and learning opportunities for those seeking independent living within this larger community.

With completion slated for 2023, the Village of Merici looks forward to being a part of the Carmel community.

In the Works for 2022

You can follow the progress of 
both expansion projects through 
our social media avenues.

villageofmerici

@villageofmerici

Village of Merici

5707 Lawton Loop East Drive
OFC 22
Indianapolis IN 46216

villageofmerici.org
Phone: 317.292.9408
Email: colleenrenie@villageofmerici.org

Renovation Begins!
Brunette Apartments

Renovation of the second location on Lawton Loop will consume 
all of 2022. This amazing renovation project will transform a 
vacant, historic building into 38 new ADA-compliant apartments 
for adults with disabilities seeking an affordable alternative for 
independent living.

Project completion is anticipated for the spring of 2023.


