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Letter from the Executive Director
I am pleased to share this annual report with you as we take a moment to reflect and celebrate the past year.

2022 was filled with opportunities, new friends, and future planning. It was a year of preparation as we anticipate 
the opening of two new locations over the next eighteen months.

The North End Project in Carmel, offering an integrated housing community, continues to develop and we look 
forward to opening the doors on 40 new affordable apartments specific to adults with disabilities later this 
summer. Internal demolition on the Brunette Apartments building, our second location in Lawrence, is now 
complete. Although we have experienced some unexpected delays, plans are underway to create 38 apartments 
with completion slated in 2024.

We have welcomed many new faces to the Merici family, both staff and people 
we support. As we grow, I continue to be amazed by the quality of our staff 
and the beauty they reflect in the community.

Thank you for being a part of this journey with us. We invite you to keep in touch, 
watch the progress, and know that you play a role in transforming lives.

With gratitude for your continued support,
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“I am Vincent. I live in my own house on the southside of Indianapolis. I enjoy 
hanging out in my apartment watching television and making pizza, my favorite 
food. I have two jobs, working part-time at McDonald’s and Meijer. Through the 
support of my four coaches, I am able to go out and enjoy things, learn some 
things and have become better at cooking for myself.” 

“I look forward to living on my own someday. I like having a lot of privacy which 
I don’t always have living with my family. I like to make my own decisions and 
learning from them. I would like to live on my own and hope to live at Merici 
Village Apartments in the future.”

Colin’s coach, Jill shares her insights:

“Colin likes to learn new things. He works hard at achieving new skills and is 
proud of his accomplishments. Over the last year, he has learned a lot about 
meal preparation and cooking, how to use his phone, and understanding personal 
safety. Colin enjoys spending time at Merici Village where he practices his cooking 
skills, plays games with friends, participates in music therapy, and listens to music. 
Colin really likes to help people in the community and is a weekly volunteer at a 
local food pantry.”

“I enjoy living on my own, watching TV, and spending time with my friend. Over 
the last year I learned how to budget my money and cook my favorite food, steak. 
I have four coaches that help me to be less stressful. I like helping others when I 
have time. I enjoy working at Goodwill and look forward to learning more things 
this year.”

VINCENT

NICK

COLIN

COLLEEN



The Hat Project

A wonderful year-end surprise!
Ted Karras, NFL Center for the Cincinnati Bengals, and long-time friend of the Village of Merici 
came up with an amazing way to support our mission. Ted signed a four-year contract with the 
Bengals last year. He wanted to come up with a gift that he could give to his new teammates. In 
an effort to gain friendships and build comradery among the players, he designed a baseball-
style hat with the word “Cincy” and began to share them one-by-one. Soon local sports reporters 
were asking players about the hats, having never seen the Cincy design before. The unique 
hats began to get noticed and requests for the hats grew, even garnering national attention. 
Ted decided to produce a larger quantity of hats and make them available to the public with all 
proceeds going to support Village of Merici.

Ted wore a Cincy hat with every interview and talked up the project throughout the season. 
Village of Merici became command central and handled the fulfillment for all orders, shipping 
hats to every state in the nation and to a few countries overseas. Within ten weeks, over 6,100 
hats were sold!

Our thanks to everyone who purchased hats and volunteered to help fill the orders. It literally 
took a Village to keep pace with the fulfillment process.

For more information about this project or to purchase a hat. https://thecincyhat.com/ 

Thanks, Ted Karras for making this possible!

Want to get more involved?
Merici City Rides – Drivers Needed
One of the greatest obstacles faced by adults with disabilities is 
not being able to drive. Not having transportation significantly 
limits one’s ability to integrate into the community, leaving 
a large percentage of individuals feeling isolated and lonely. 
Consider giving of your time today to be a volunteer driver.

• Easy curbside pick-up and drop off
• One-way or round-trip options
• Flexibility – volunteer a little or a lot, whatever fits your  
  schedule

 
Drivers needed in Lawrence and Carmel.

More information or to sign up: https://villageofmerici.org/
volunteer-merici-city-rides/

Number of miles our volunteer drivers drove in 2022: 20,176

Looking for Volunteers
Want to make a difference in someone’s life? 
We have lots of opportunities:

• Book Club moderator
• Help with events
• Teach a class or share your talent
• Lead a cooking training
• Share your knowledge of the Carmel area

Sign up: https://villageofmerici.org/sign-up-to-
volunteer/ 

Volunteers are needed in Lawrence and Carmel.

Thank you so much!

New Website
In preparation of the upcoming growth, we created a new website in 
2022. This site is a good representation of Village of Merici today and will 
serve us well as we transition into the future. www.villageofmerici.org
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In Loving Memory

Expenses

Making A Difference

Income

PJ

Number of individuals that received direct support = 80
Number of one-on-one, direct support hours = 41,451
Number of miles driven by coaches in support of individuals throughout Indianapolis = 99,336

Nick

Over the last few months, we have lost two individuals within the Merici family. Both 
of these men were happy, outgoing individuals who embraced life with a smile and 
big personalities.

PJ Sylvester, had the ability to make anyone laugh and enjoyed the art of being funny. 
At times when he didn’t know what to say or how to answer a question, he would 
sum up his opinions with a look, typically a scrunched up funny face, just to get a 
reaction. PJ enjoyed talking with people and had the ability to connect briefly, then 
move on with his day. Not one for idle chatter, he made it a point to acknowledge 
every person and move on to the next thing on his agenda. 

Nick Herron, was a learner and a doer. Nick loved knowledge and enjoyed sharing 
his thoughts on a variety of subjects. Always an easy conversationalist, he had the 
ability to strike up a dialogue with anyone, making friends wherever he went. Nick 
had friends all over the city through his involvement with various civic groups, store 
employees where he frequently shopped, his church community, and more recently 
was selected to the Governor’s Council on Disabilities for the state, a position he was 
very proud to hold. Nick had a way of taking a genuine interest in those around him. 

We are grateful for the laughter and warmth they brought to the Merici family.
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2022 Donor Roster
Gifts of $50,000 - Up
Dorsey Foundation Inc
Ted and Rachel Karras

Gifts of $25,000 - $49,999
Don and Kathy Dunbar
David and Karen McDowell
Dallas Mulvaney

Gifts of $10,000 - $24,999
Jan Baele
Buckingham Foundation
Craig and Pam Cooper
Christel DeHaan Family Foundation
Etchepare Foundation
John H. Heiligenstein
Hoover Family Foundation
Frank and Carrie Hutnicke
Lewis and Bonnie Liggett
The Marbaugh Family Endowment 
Toby and Carolyn McClamroch
Joseph and Sharon Olson
Michael and Jhani Sample
Tim and Sue Specht
Ann Wilczynski

Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999
Norm Bristley
Rie Douglas and Maureen Sylvester
Hubbard Family Foundation
K & J Communications Inc
Stephen and Susan Kraabel
Tomas and Christie Morales
Nicholas Noyes Foundation
Phillip Price
Larry and Nancy Pugh
Brian and Tracy Reising
Cathleen Rooney
Joe and Colleen Renie

Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999
Douglas Austrom
BAF Corporation
Greg Bonnell
Brave Heart Foundation
Tim and Laura Carroll
David and Lynda Cook
Paul and Becky Corsaro
Rone Davis
Barbara Fleming-Cecil
Griffith Family Foundation
Michael Kennedy   
Loui and Carl Lord Nelson
Chris and Augie Mascari
Robert and Jackie McKinney
Merchants Bank of Indiana
Anthony Petrucciani
Vince and Ellen Saul
St. Elizabeth Seton
Jean  Shepard
John Whitlock
Jeffrey and Mei Ling Yu
Zotec Partners

Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499
Aletto Family Foundation
Elaine Alhand
Joe and Beth Becher
Timothy and Laurie Callahan
Randall Clark
Coble Properties
Joe and Linda DeLillo

Dwayne and Carol Dunlap
Daniel and Linda Esposito
Family Leisure
Mike and Mary Feeney
Front 9 Administration
Gregory & Appel Insurance
Thomas and Mary Grein
Robert Guiney
Hayden and Claudia Hapak
Mark and Teresa Hildebrand
DJ Hodge
Gary and Katie Hoefle
Andrew Hoffman
Tim and Jenny Holihen
Holihan Family Charitable Fund
Raymond and Cathy Jackson 
Lou R. Jenkins
Kennedy Tank and Manufacturing 
Company
Gerhard and Evelin Klemm 
Pat and Debi Loehrer
Rob and Carol Lukemeyer 
Richard Lux 
MacAllister Machinery Company Inc
Paul Madden 
Jack and Pam Mahoney
Kelli McLaughlin
Tom and Barb McLaughlin 
Nicholas and Lisa Melloh
Bill and Jenifer Mooney
The National Bank of Indiana
Old Town Companies
Victor and Diane Perr
Kevin and Jill Prefontaine
Matthew Renie 
Will and Katie Reuter 
Joe and Barb Rohs
Jill Rusk
James and Miriam Ryan
Sertoma Club of Broad Ripple
Matthew Spickelmier
Structure Point
Sullivan Hardware
Barb and Warren Thornburg
Twisted Sister
Patricia A Webster 
Robert and Holly Whitacre 
Brian and Jeanne Wise
LeAnn Worley

Gifts of $500 - $999
AC Pavement Striping Company
Aero Industries
Mark Baugh
Becker Bouwkamp Walker, PC  
Mary A Bentz
Bob and Terry Bolles
Mark and Kathy Botkin
Dave and Karen Boyd
Rick Brodfueher
Anthony Burgett 
Joe and Diane Callahan
Carson Agency
Sally Catlin    
Susan Cotter
Randy and Joelyn Craig 
Alan Davenport
Jack and Tiffany Davis
Karyl Davis
Jack Day
Lynn Dimond
Scott and Erin Dorsey
Kathleen Dunn-Child and Jeff Child   
Jeffrey Edwards

Brad Elson
Kevin and Dawn Ervin 
Karen Farrell
Bruce and Jeanne Franklin 
David and Theresa Frazer
Glenn Halberstadt and Nancy Connor
Ned Halberstadt
Thomas Halberstadt
Susan Haskell
Kristen E Hayes
Judy Hoefflin
Jenny Hoffman   
Dustin Hughbanks
Ann Hunt
Eric and Kelly Jacobs
Mike and Linda Kavanaugh
Bill Kennedy
Kightlinger & Gray LLP   
Jeff Lautenbach 
Larry and Susan Lekens 
Patrick Loehrer
Matt Mariutto
Jay and Jan McNaught   
Michael and Jacqueline Mewborn 
Bill and Kay Micheli 
Barbara Norton 
Malott and Nancy Nyhart
Victoria Pierceall
Barney Quinn
Remax The Sergi Group
Sarah Renie
Beverly Ruebeck
Dorothy Ryan
Jill Schneider
D. Jeff and Anita Scott 
Joe Sheets
Brian Shupe
Andrew D Skaggs
Clayton Stobbs
Linda Sullivan
Kerry Tarpey
Jim and Mary Thompson
Christine R. Triezenberg
Patty Vogelgesang
Phil and Ruth Vogelgesang
Paul Weaver
Scott Wenclewicz Insurance Group
Deborah Whitfield
Evan Williamson
Mike Wolinsky
Young at Heart Pharmacy

Gifts of 100 - $499
Alerding CPA Group
Doug and Dee Allen  
Bruce and Mary Alvarado 
Mark and Brigid Amshoff
Shelby Arles
Matt Arterbery  
Tyler Bailey         
Bruce Baird
Paula Baldwin 
Mary Ann Barnes
Dale and Susan Barrett
Beth Bastien   
Stephanie Bender
Erin Benz
Bier Brewery
Kristie Blankenhorn
Sheila Blankenship
Joseph Boese         
James Bonke
Marcia Boring            
Michael and Elizabeth Bosway

Dave and Eileen Bowen
Kim Bower     
Wally Brant
Jack and Joy Braun
Nancy Briggs 
Tim and Elizabeth Brogan
Mary Ann Brookshire 
Jeff and Terry Buckman
Beth Bugbee
Burt Blee Dixon Sutton & Bloom
Robert Burton and Linda Strawbridge
Steve and Nancy Burton
Kendall and Lynne Bush   
Steve and Nancy Buxser
Stephen and Eileen Carroll
Center for the Performing Arts
Greg and Shelli Champion
Kristen Chander        
John and Cynthia Chizer
Larry and Kitzi Chotlos Love  
Luke Cole
Suzanne Cole
Jim Collins
Brittany Compton   
Jeremy and Jessica Conley         
Tom and Cindy Corbett
Michelle Costello
Macon Cowles     
Remona Cowser
Joe Cropper         
Culvers of Lawrence
Vicki Dacquisto  
Michael and Carmelita D’Amato  
Cynthia Davis
Jody Davis
Joshua Davis
Angela DeFord
Joe Deitchman
Edward and Judy Deiwert
Celestine DeTrana
Michael and Suzanne Dilts
Dan and Robin Dohner
Kim Donley          
Alfred and Donna Dowd
Kathy Downs
Brad and Glenda Elrod
Robert and Dorothy Eveleigh
Thomas and Kathleen Fairchild
Feeney Hornak Mortuary
Matthew and Mary Ellen Filosa  
Michael and Glenda Fisher
Dan and Susan Fleck
Nick and Lisa Fohl
Maureen Foley
Fort Harrison Inn
Cindy Fox
Charles and Judy Galliher 
Laura Gerring
Gabby Gill
Austin Ginther
Mary Gorrell      
Kathy Gray
Stephanie Gregoire
Ronald and Joan Greulich 
Kristie Grosvenor
Michelle Harker
Anne Hart
Lawrence and Cynthia Hebda
Chris and Julia Heine 
Matt Hendey
Paul Herbort
Judith Hiatt
Cynthia Hill
Dean Hill
Sheryl Holko 
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Peter and Emily Howard
Mason and Jennifer Hughes
Bruce and Nancy Hugon   
Dan Hunt
Huntington Bank
Breanna Huser
Louis and Geneva Ivanovich
Lisa Jarrett  
April Jay
Bill and Linda Johnson
Kathy Johnson
Helene Jongleux
Daniel Katz
Kate Keating
Shawn Keating
Colleen Marie Kelly    
Ed and Katie Kelly
Michael and Mary Kempf  
John Kiernan
Judith A Kleiner
Uwe Klemm and Rachel Riegel  
Brittany Kline
Peggy Kline   
Diane Koelling
Fred and Mary Paula Korzekwa  
Pamela Kremp
Jessica Krug
Douglas and Donna Kuhn  
La Hacienda
Teresa Lain 
Steve and Judy Laker
Betsy Lamb
Mike and Debra Lecklider
Ellen Leer
Julianne Leer
Clark Lienemann  
Lauren Liggett
Kali Litherland   
Monroe and Sheila Little
Dale Lorenzen
M.A.B. & Associates
Rodney and Lori Mail          
Amanda Maize DMD
John and Megan Martinelli
Rita Mascari
Gerardo Maupome
Thomas Maurath
Theresa Mayer      
Carl and Mary McClelland
Phil and JoAnne McDaniel
Mark T McDermott
Steve and Louise McManus
Mac and Sarah McNaught
Tony and Pamela Melton
William Meserve
Michael and Marianne Minichello
Bob Mooney Jr
Julie Moore
Emily Moran
MSD of Lawrence Township
Stacy Muffler
Barbara Mulholland
Shane and Krissy Mulholland
Alex and Maureen Murphy
Kiersten Newby
Kelly Noll
Carey Northcutt
Brad Oliver
Kristan Ozier
Craig and Becky Parker
Kenneth and Karen Pennington
Craig and Carole Pifer
Tammy Power  
Steven and Jane Pratt

Julie Pruitt
Lyne Racette
John and Jerrilyn Ramsey
Jean Gause Rawlinson  
Charles Renie
Jason Renie
John and Kathi Renie
William and Catherine Roberts
Jim and Kathy Rogers
Julie Romaine
Lindsay Romeril
Vicki Romeril
Andrew and Kathy Sagarsee
Tiffany Scheele
John and Madelaine Schiering
Scopelitis Law
Brian Scott
Robert and Rena Scott
Diana Serpe
Larry and Cindy Shaw
Meaghan Sigman   
Thomas and Susan Smith
Ann Marie Smyth  
Anthony and Amy Snider
Karen Stein 
Sarah Sullivan
Sundae’s Homemade Ice Cream
Thomas Thickstun
John and Sara Thoe   
Diane Thomas  
Douglas L Tillman
Tito’s Vodka 
Victoria Toney
Traders Point Creamery
John Tranor  
Tuohy Bailey & Moore LLP
Kandee Turner        
Cindy Verbarg         
Tim Vogelgesang  
Linda Waddick
Vernice Waddick
Zach and Caroline Weismiller
Maribeth Wenclewicz 
Scott and Jamie Wenclewicz   
Brenda Westfall 
Hanley and Mary Wheeler
Shandon Whistler 
Jane Wiles
Ken and Mary Anne Winslow  
Wallace and Beth Yakey
Breena Fields Yates
Robert and Pamela Zimmerman

Gifts under $100
Donald and Julie Able
Maggie Albright    
Arts for Lawrence   
Holly Ball
Levi Barger    
Will Barnhouse
Gerrett Bates
Jackie Bergdoll
Connie Betourne  
Kelly Bliss  
Radoslaw Bochniak   
Marissa Boyle
Stephanie Burgin  
Yvie Butler    
Nancy Carr      
Ian Carroll
Carmen Carter      
Stewart Casper and Donna Ford Casper 
Charleston’s Restaurant
Jodi Clark    

Joy Coleman-Stiver   
Catherine Connor 
James Conroy     
Ty and Sarah Craver   
Luke Cripe     
Miguel Del Barrio
Alice Dills
Tom and Rebecca Dolan
Jacob Dorton   
Libby Doyle
Tim and Becky Doyle
John and Nancy Dury
Debra Dyson
Jane Elliott    
Gail Emerich
Arthur and Gail Farnsley
Valerie Fillenwarth
John Fisher
Kelley Fisher
Steve Fishter
Fitzgerald’s Lunch House
Mary Fletcher     
Fort Harrison State Park
David and Gayle Ann Foy 
Thomas Gahan
Pat and Jacqui Gallagher
Drew Garrison    
Patricia Gass
David and Becky Gentry  
Judy Geswein    
Sydney Gollobin 
Donna Grey      
Robert and Elizabeth Groves
Julie Hagerstrand
Josephine Hahn     
Jon and Anne Hall      
Charlie and Cheryl Hamlin
Dana Harrah
Virginia Hart
Vince Hartmann 
Susan Hazer
Brian Heim    
Jarrod Hennessey
Nancy Hoff   
Jane Hoffman
Gina Hollinger
Bill Homan
Dennis Homan 
Craig Hunt     
Thomas Imhoff    
Jack’s Donuts  
Patricia Jay
Trevor Jessee
Jockamo Pizza  
David and Aileen Jones   
JaMia Jones   
Kimberly Jorden
Margaret Joseph
Peter and Eileen Kaczmarek
Mary Keller
Sidney Keller
Robert and Rosemarie Kelly
Scott Kempf
Sean Kernan      
Mary Ann Klein
Joseph Knadler
Pam Knoth
Mary Ann Labuz
Diana LaRose
Christine Lauck    
Lindsay Lausten
Chris Lawson
Kathy Leer
John and Regina Leone

Joseph Leyden
Peter Mariani
Martin and Emily Marks
Joseph McKinney    
Stephanie Metz
Jake Miller         
Matt Mishoe
Kim Monger
Bruce and Christine Muller
Donald Nester   
Melody Niquette
Laurie O’Brien
Donna Olsen  
Kevin O’Neill
Vivian Payne-Jones   
Shawn Pflanz 
Josh Pichler
Sheila Pluckebaum
Porter’s Books & Bread
Greg Pyle
Robyn Reinker
James and Barbara Renie
Michelle Robinson  
Root’s Burger Bar    
Maureen Rumer
Tim Ryan
Tom and Donna Ryan
Gordon Scheeler
Mary Jean Schroder
Robert and Lisa Schroeder
Carl Scott
Jane Scott
Daniel and Eleanor Seaver
Norman and Jo Ann Sexton
Matt Shafer   
Leann Sharp
John Shelhart
Brad Sinko
Sarah Sipher
Jeff Smith
Patty Smith
Nick and Vickie Sofianopolos 
Charlene Sorrell  
Rick and Sandy Spence
St Pius School
Matthew Stegeman
Joseph Stetzel 
Tricia Stieneker
James Stillwell
Tyler Story
Barbara Stryker
John Stumpf
Susan Sylvester
Thomas Tasset
Abigail Taylor
Susan Taylor
Celeste Thompson
Beverly Thornburg
Jeffrey Toothman
Triton Brewery
Tony Vitale
Clay Wagner
Mary Walker
Brian and Rita Wampler
Michelle Ward
Cliff Watson
Timothy White and  
Kathleen McDonald White
Tom Wilson
Alan Yamagata
Emma Yardley
Theresa Yee
Joyce Yost
Matthew Zimmerman
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Indianapolis IN 46216
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Phone: 317.292.9408
Email: colleenrenie@villageofmerici.org

Coming Soon! Opening in 2024:

Spotlight on Affordable Housing

We’re Hiring!

Affordable housing is at a crisis for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Indiana and particularly 
in the Indianapolis area. Funding for development of independent living apartments or homes is limited and rent 
rates are reaching record high levels. Adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities are typically below 30% 
of the area median income levels which keeps them at extreme poverty levels with income levels below $15,000 
annually. At Village of Merici we are committed to partnering with developers to offer low-income housing so adults 
with IDD have the same opportunities as others to live in the community. It takes donors and grantors to help make 
independent living a reality.

Carmel location set to open:
Great progress is being made on the North End 
build, a partnership between Old Town Companies 
and Village of Merici. This integrated community 
in Carmel, a mix of differing housing options, will 
offer 40 apartments for adults with disabilities, 
creating the first affordable housing in Carmel. 

Due to the extreme need, there is a long list 
of applicants, far surpassing the 40 units. The 
occupancy waiting list for this location is now 
closed. Doors will open on this new community 
mid-summer.

Lawrence location:
The second location in Lawrence, Brunette Apartments, 
is also moving forward. The internal demolition is now 
complete. After a slow building compliance process 
through the Department of Natural Resources who 
maintains oversight of all the historic buildings on Lawton 
Loop, we plan to get underway with the renovation to the 
building as soon as possible. This building, which once 
housed two companies of military personnel, will be 
transformed into 38 affordable apartments for adults with 
disabilities.

There are currently over 200 individuals on the waiting list 
for this building which will be completed in 2024.

Be A Life Skills Coach
With all of the upcoming growth, we are hiring. We are looking for passionate and dedicated people who want to make 
an impact working with adults with disabilities. We offer part-time and full-time opportunities, with a flexible schedule. 
Starting wages $15-$18 per hour.

More information can be found at https://villageofmerici.org/employment/ or call (317) 929-9408. 

Donate

https://villageofmerici.org/employment/



