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The Village of Merici provides residential opportunities 
for adults with developmental disabilities that promote 
a strong sense of community.

The desire to have individuals and families come 
together as a community to support one another in 
leading a self-directed meaningful life is our focus.

The Village of Merici is a 501(c)3 organization. 

From the Executive Director:
The Village of Merici Inc. celebrated our 5th anniversary 
of opening the Merici Village Apartments. We provide over 
3000 hours of support each month to individuals who direct 
their lives using a person-centered focus to develop their 
own home! 

The Merici Book Clubs support over 50 additional individuals 
in five social-literacy programs meeting weekly throughout 
Indianapolis and the surrounding area. 

Colleen Renie OTR ATP

Board Members
Toby McClamroch Esq.- Chairman 
Tim Specht – Vice-President
Victoria Pierceall  CPA – Secretary/Treasurer
Jill Rusk – Secretary
Fr. James Bonke
Betsy Brunette
Barbara Fleming-Cecil 
John H. Heiligenstein M.D. 
Loui Lord Nelson Ph.D.
Jack Mahoney
David McDowell
Jeffrey Yu

Executive Director
Colleen Renie OTR ATP

Program and Operations Manager
Kristy Hayes

Community Program Director
Jacquelyn McCracken O.S.F.

Development Director
Michael Feeney

our misson

The Village of Merici
A Neighborhood for Adults with Developmental Disabilities in Indianapolis

The Village of Merici
A Neighborhood for Adults with Developmental Disabilities in Indianapolis

our people



More than 15 years ago a group of parents and 
families met in Indianapolis to discuss what will 
happen to our adult family members when we are 
no longer able to care for them. We challenged one 
another to think outside of the traditional residential 
housing options and supports needed by individuals to 

live in the community. 

We are proud to begin work on our 2nd location 
on Lawton Loop to offer affordable apartments 
to adults with developmental disabilities.  

We are excited to have been selected as one of 
two projects in the state of Indiana as part of the 
Moving Forward 2020 housing initiative. 
Partnering with Merchants Affordable Housing and 
Old Town Company we will focus on new technology 
design of housing and transportation in the Carmel, IN 
area called the North End Project.  

innovation inspiration

In understanding the desire of adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities and their choice 
to live in a community of people with common 
interests, we are inspired to develop options that are 
essential to the quality of life through living in a 
supportive community. 

In 2020, we are launching Merici City Rides for 
the persons we support to offer transportation 
alternatives to access the community.

“If according to times and needs you should be 		
	 obliged to make fresh rules and change current 	
	 things, do it with prudence and good advice.”
			   –St. Angela Merici

The Village of Merici
A Neighborhood for Adults with Developmental Disabilities in Indianapolis

The Village of Merici
A Neighborhood for Adults with Developmental Disabilities in Indianapolis



individuality independence
We focus on the desire to have a community of individuals and 
families who support one another in leading a meaningful life. 
The persons we support determine their own goals. 
We focus on a person’s capabilities rather than skill 
deficits and presume competence in the individual’s 
ability to live independently with appropriate supports 
as needed. 

Administrators, coaching staff, and board members 
believe that all people can live in a home they choose 
and control, on their own or with others they select, and 
can participate in meaningful work and activities and 
use supports and services that are offered.

We respect and promote choice and people’s 
control over their own lives.

We believe that all people can live in a home they choose and 
control, on their own or with others they select. 

Gaining skills for self-advocacy, employment, and 
affordable housing are among the most important 
factors in a person’s sense of independence and 
self-fulfillment.
Community Integration provides opportunities outside of 
the home or apartment to individuals to gain personal, 
social and vocational competence. These are critical to 
a sense of living successfully in the community. Our 
community members are active partners in determining 
the activities residents want to participate in and 
the skills they will work to develop. Our staff work 
together with the individual and their family to identify 
compatible, comfortable and challenging community life 
experiences and interactions. Together we develop goals 
and a plan to achieve them 
which will then result in 
increased independence and 
greater quality of life.
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By creating a strong sense of community, 
we can create a stronger sense of belonging.

The 2020 Community Matter program 
encourages persons we support to participate 
in activities in the community though 
participation or volunteerism.

The Village of Merici is an approved service provider 
through the Bureau of Developmental Disabilities (BDDS) 
Waiver Services and is accredited by CARF International 
for supported living and community integration.

integration invitation
We welcome the families, friends, and neighbors of the 
persons we support who live in the larger community.
We invite you to watch our I Am Home Series on our 
web site highlighting the people we support. 
Please visit: villageofmerici.org/i-am-home/

We also recruit and welcome community helpers and 
volunteers to participate in daily activities as well as 
occasional or special events and opportunities. 

A very important part of our invitation to you, 
and to all who may be interested in or supportive 
of our mission and goals is to ask for 
financial support. 
This may a be as a regular monthly or annual 
contribution. Even a one-time gift is welcome – large 
or small. Your funds will be used to build affordable 
housing as well as facilitate the development of 
program services for the people we support.
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Brian Shupe
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Indianapolis
Patty Vogelgesang
Phil and Ruth Vogelgesang
Tim Vogelgesang
Charles A Wiles
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Matthew Wright
Zylo Inc.

Gifts of $100 - $499
Bruce and Mary Alvarado
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Patrick J. Braun 
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John Caress
Stephen and Eileen Carroll
Angela Cathcart
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Wally Brant
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Nick and Lisa Fohl
Mike and Mary Feeney
Levi and Gisele Garraway
Tom and Maureen Greer
Steve and Kristen Hayes
Hugh Hendrie
Jay and Robin Hess 
Hogan Transfer & Storage Corp.
Tim and Jenny Holihen
Indianapolis Fruit /Piazza
Indy Glass Center
Gerhard and Evelin Klemm
Kennedy Tank and 
Manufacturing Co. Inc.
Knights of Columbus
Larry and Susan Lekens
Rob and Carol Lukemeyer
Mike and Theresa Mascari
Bob and Jackie McKinney
Jay and Jan McNaught
David and Rosemary Means
Gary and Janet Myers
Jim and Kristina Reed
Matthew Renie
Will Reuter
Ned and Cindy Rhodes
Michael P. Skehan
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Steve and Betty Sterrett 
Tom and Doris Stump
Barb Thornburg
Robert Whitacre
John Whitlock
Jeffrey and Mei Ling Yu
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Michael Alerding
Doug and Dee Allen
BAF Corporation
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Tom Barry
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Mary A. Bentz
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Daniel and Betsy Brunette
Timothy and Laurie Callahan
Matt and Jan Cohoat
Doninger Tuohy & Bailey LLP
Mark Doran
Dwayne and Carol Dunlap
Family Leisure
Michael and Glenda Fisher
Dan and Susan Fleck
Gregory and Elizabeth Hahn 

Cathedral High School
Jeanne Connor
Ty and Sarah Craver
Rich and Ramona DeCamp
Michael and Suzanne Dilts
Dan and Robin Dohner
Jim and Mary Doninger
Kellyn Donnelly
Jase and Mary Edwards
Glenda Elrod
Thomas Fairchild, M.D. 
	 and Kathleen Fairchild
Beth Fee
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Dan and Barbara Feeney
Martin T. Feeney M.D.
Bruce and Jeanne Franklin
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Anne Hart
Virginia Hart
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Steven and Jacqueline Holloway
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J. Jeffrey Hughes
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Carmel Klein
Jim and Fran Klene
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Linda Lee
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Bill and Kay Micheli
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